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From the Rochester Magazine. 
A LECTURE ON 
Hosea xiii. 14. 
(Continued from p. 115.) 
GEHENNA. 

According to the testimony of the scriptures, and 
the best historians, Gehenna was the name of a val- 
ley, south-east of mount Zion, which was the most 
southerly of those mountains on which stood the 
once celebrated city of Jerusalem. The most re- 
markable declivity of mount Zion looks towards the 
south-west, being formed hy a deep ravine, called in 
scripture Ge- Ben-Hinnom, or the valley of Hinnom. 
This valley, running from west to east, met on the 
south-east the valley of Jehoshaphat, or as it is 
some times called, the valley of Kedron, from the 
brook of that name by which it was watered. Here 
the horrid rites of human sacrifices were paid to 
Moloch and Beelphegor. The origin of the name 
is somewhat obscure. From Joshua xv. 8, we 
should incline to think it obtained the name from 
some family called Hinnom, to whom it once be- 
longed. Some think it was so called from the facts 
noticed Isa. Ixvi. 24. The dead bodies of apostates 
and malefactors being exposed as a public example, 
might induce men to call the valley Hinnom, there 
they are, implying there lie or hang the bodies of 
those vile transgressors who forsook the God of their 
fathers, and followed the vanities of the nations, 
But others with more accuracy derive the word from 
the Hebrew verb, Hannam, to yell, believing the 
valley to have obtained its name from the shrieks of 
the children sacrificed to Moloch. 

St. Jerome, a native of Palestine, informs us that 
the valley of Hinnom, called Gehenna in the New 
Testament, was a five and beautiful place, adorned 
with gardens and wel! watered with fountains. The 
grandeur of the scenery first invited the idolatrous 
Amorites, and afterwards the Jews, to erect here 
the standard of superstition. Moloch signifies a 
king, and was, very probably, a brazen image, de- 
signed to represent the sun, seeing fire was so much 
used in his worship. ‘This opinion receives support 
from what is said by the prophet Amos v. 26. Sel- 
den, who has given us a prolix account of this idol, 
and the rites by which he was worshipped, adduces 
several testimonies to prove that the Phenicians and 
other nations, in the vicinity of Judea, actually 
sacrificed their children in times of calamity, to this 
blood-thirsty Demon. Hence the phrase “to pass 
through the fire,” signifies to burn in sacrifice.—See 
Deut. xviii. 10. 2 Kings xxiii. 10. Lev. xviii. 21. 
2 Chron. xxviii. 8. Jer. vii. 31. xix. 5, and xxvii. 

9. Pea. evi, 37, and Ez. xvi, 20, 21 





Bochart affirms that all the people of the east, 
worshipped the sun, and consecrated to him horses 
which they believed to be nimble as the sun. And 
as it was a prevailing notion that the sun was car- 
ried about in a chariot, chariots were dedicated to 
him, and horses slain in sacrifice by the Armenians, 
Persians, and others: and for the same reason the 
idolatrous kings of Judea, were drawn out at the 
eastern gate of the city, which looked towards To- 
phet, to salute the sun on bis appearance above the 
horizon. Accordingly we tind that when they 
worshipped, they turned their faces towards the 
east—Ez. viii. 16. The sun, as an object of idol- 
atrous worship, was adored under the names of Mo- 
loch, Adrammelech, Baal, and Bethshemesh, 2 
Kings xxiii. 5, 11. The following passage from 
Diodorus Siculus L. 20, will show to what an enor- 
mous extent the fanatical reverence for this fiery 
God had prevailed among the people of the east. 
“When Agathocles, tyrant of Sicily, beseiged Car- 
thage, the inhabitants imputing the calamity to the 
displeasure of Saturn, to whom they had lately sa- 
crificed suppositious children; or such as they had 
privately purchased, whereas formerly they had burnt 
to his honour the best of their offspring : 
on these things, and seeing the enemy encamped at 
their very walls, they were seized with religious 
dread, for having profaned the honours of the gods, 
and in haste to rectify their errors they chose two 
hundred of the noblest children and sacrificed them 
quickly. Many others, accused of irreligion, gave 
themselves up willingly, to the number of no less 
than three hundred! For they had a brazen statue, 
stretching out his hands towards the ground, in such 
a manner that the child placed in them, tumbled 
down into a pit full of fire.” 

The following extract from D. Kimchi on 2 
Kings xxiii. 10, will tend to explgin the tabernacle 
of Moloch, mentioned Acts vii. 43, “Our Rabbins 
of happy memory inform us that although all other 
houses of idolatry were in Jerusalem, Moloch was 
His image was made hollow, and sat 


reflecting 


without it. 
within seven chapels. 
they opened to him the first of these ; whosoever 
offered turtles or pigeons, they opened to him the 
second; to him that offered a lamb, they opened 
the third; to him that offered a rain, they opened 
the fourth ; to him that offered a calf, they opened 
the fifth; to him that offered an ox, they opened 
the sixth; but whosoever offered his son, to him 
they opened the seventh.” Fabius also informs us 
that “the image of Moloch was made of brass, 
curiously contrived with seven cells, probably to 
represent the seven planets; and the offerings being 


Whosoever offered a flower, 











- 


122 GOSPEL 





put into these receptacles, they were shut, and all 
were burnt to ashes, while the people danced about 
the idol, and beat timbrels or tabrets to drown the 
cries of the tormented.” Who can fail to observe 
the striking similarity between those horrid mon- 
sters of antiquity, who burnt their children whilst 
they danced to the sound of the timbrel; and those 
modern advocates of a still more horrible Moloch, 
who tell us they shall sing in heaven, whilst their 
children shriek in the unquenchable fire of an end- 
less Hell! Let not the reader be surprised, for all 
this is perfectly orthodox, and agreeable to the lan- 
guage of the holy fathers. “How shall [ laugh, 
(exclaims Tertullian) how rejoice, how exult, when 
I behold so many monarchs groaning in the lowest 
abyss of darkness; so many magistrates liquifying 
in fiercer fires than ever they kindled for christians ; 
so many sage philosophers blushing in red hot 
flames!” But I must cast a veii over the rest of this 
infernal description! Surely if ajust God there be, 
who loves mercy, he would hurl the laughing mis- 
creants from the battlements of heaven, into the 
Tartarian lake, there to exchange the laugh of 
mockery for the yells of despair! 

Tornert, like Gehenna, is somewhat of dubious 
signification. In certain passages of scripture it 
clearly implies the name of a place; and from what 
is said of it Isa. xxx. 33, many have supposed it to 
mean hell, or the abode of the damned. Indeed 
Dr. C ompbell thought that in the latter age of Jew- 
ish history, the word Tophet was exclusively used 
to denote the hell of the moderns. Of this opinion 
I was also, during the early part of my ministry.— 
But how great was my surprise, when [ first read 
Jer. xix. 14. “ Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, 
whether the Lord had sent him to prophesy ! What, 
said 1, Jeremiah in hell! and sent there to prophesy! 
But on further inquiry, | found Tophet to be the 
name of a place in the valley of Hinnom, near the 
city of Jerusalem, 2 Kings xxiii. 10, Jer. vii, 31. 
The children of Judah built Tophet in the valley of 
Hinnom, for the express purpose of burning their 
infants to Moloch or Baal, when the good feelings 
of their nature had become extinct, by the baneful 
influence of superstition; but the Jehovah of the 
Jews declares, the wicked thought never entered 
his heart to build a place for the burning of his 
offspring, see Jeremiah, vii. 31, and xxxii. 39. 
Tophet was a®gvreat image erected to Moloch, 
hollow within, and prepared for the reception of 
those innocent victims, which were committed to 
the flames, as expiatory sacrifices to appease the 
wrath of this senseless god of consuming fire! O 
ye worshippers of Gods, whose very bowels emit 
columns of liquid flames, and whose breath isa 
stream of brimstone, think of horrid Moloch. Con- 
sider also, if the worshippers of the apocalyptic 
beast, be not tormented as the Jews were, by the 
slavish dread ofa terrific monster ! 

Jewish writers in general are of opinion, that 
Tophet received its name fiom Toph, a drum, 
because that instrument was used to drown the cries 
of those infants that were sacrificed to Moloch; but 
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Le Clerc objects to this etymology, because it does 
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not appear that large drums were known to the an- 
cients; and the sound of the less, called taber, used 
in dances, was not sufficiently loud; and for the 
large, we are indebted to the Arabians, who first 
brought them into Spain. Though this objection 
does not seem very forcible, yet it is more reason- 
able to believe, that Tophet signifies a fire-stove, 
and that the large hollow image of Moloch was so 
called; and probably that part of the valley of Hin- 
nom, where the image stood, bore the same appel- 
lation. There is little pleasure in describing scenes 
of horror, but it may be useful to show us the evils 
of a false religion, and inspire us with grateful 
emotions for the enjoyment of the true. Be it 
known then, to the disgrace of the Jews, that al 

though in the possession of the knowledge of the 
one only true God, like modern Christians, they 
were too much inclined to the worship of idols ; anc 
having consecrated the solar fire as a deity, they 
erected 'Tophet as an altar to one of those agents, 
which God employs for the benefit of the world 

An idol of brass, having the head of an ox, but the 
body of a man, was made to represent the fiery god; 
and the idol seated on a throne of brass, a crown 
was placed on its head, and its hands extended to 
receive their gifts. But what gifts were deemed 
most acceptable? Ah, had the fruits of the field or 
herds of the stall sufficed, it would have been well, 
but cruel Moloch cried for blood; and nothing less 
than the tender pledges of conjugal love, could glut 
the rapacity of this wrathful deity! The hollow idol 
was heated to redness—the parent by a refinement 
of cruelty, in order to acquire the summit of sanc 
tity, must become the priest—himself must place 
his darling in its arms! No bewitching smiles or 
mournful cries must drive him from his purpose 
His heart must be steeled against every tender im 
pression, and a most complete conquest obtained 
over the strongest feelings of humanity. Fortunate- 
ly the shocking scene was of short duration. The 
sacred drums, impiously so called, drowned the 
cries; and whilst the bodies of the innocent chil- 
dren became the victims of a merciless superstition, 
their souls reorganized, were received to the em- 
braces of a kind and merciful God! 

To prevent the continuance of this borrid practice, 
Josiah defiled this valley by making it a commov 
depot for the filth of the city and the bodies of those 
criminals which were refused the rites of burial. 2 
Kings xxiii. 10. This valley was also made the 
place of execution for all who were condemned to 
be stoued or burnt to death by the supreme court at 
Jerusalem, ealled the Sanhedrim. According to 
the Jewish law there were nineteen offences, which 
subjected the criminal to suffer death by stoning ; 
and ten, which were punished by burning to deathi, 
in the fireof Gehenna. Many of those who were 
stoned to death, were also hanged, and their bodies 
left to be meat to the fowls of heaven or the beasts 
of the field. Gen. xl. 19. 2 Sam. xxi. 9. Jer. vii. 
33, and xix. 7. Burning was performed either by 
roasting in the fire, Jer. xxix. 22, or in a furnace 
Dan. iii. 23, or by pouring melted lead down theu 
throats. Lightfoot, from the Talmuds, informs us, 














‘that this last punishment was performed in the fol- 
lowing manner: “The criminal being made fast, a 
towel was put round his neck, and two men taking 
hold of the ends of the towel, one pulling one way, 
and the other the opposite, they forced him by 
strangling to open his mouth; then a third poured 
boiling lead down his throat and burnt his bowels.” 

Some have thought from the peculiar use of the 
valley, Gehenna became proverbial to express any 
creat punishment, or afflictive dispensation; and 
might therefore be used by our Lord, to designate 
the torments of Hell in another world. In favour of 
this supposition, they refer to the Targum on Gen. 
iii. 24, and xv. 17. But the Targums were not com- 
posed till Jong after the Jews had mixed in the cap- 
tivity, with the Pagan nations, and learned of them 
their fabulous ideas conceining the state of the 
Ghosts in Hades.—( To be continued.) 

—p-—_ 
From the Christian Telescope. 
EDWARDS vs. CHAUNCY. 

Mr. Editor—It appears that the advocates of 
endless punishment have become of late very much 
alarmed at the spread of the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation, and, in order to suppress it, they have 
published a new edition of Dr. Edward’s examina- 
tion of Dr. Chauncy’s “ Salvation of all Men;” a 
critical, standard work, in defence of the doctrine 
of whicu it bears the title. But feeling aware that 
the peculiar views of Dr. Chauncy are not em- 
braced by the bulk of Universalists at the present 
day, they employed Dr. Emmons, of Franklin, 
(Mass.) to write an Appendix, stating and refuting 
what they considered to be the “ modern scheme of 
Universal Salvation,” which they have published in 
the new edition of Edwards. It is a reasonable con- 
clusion to suppose, that Dr. Emmons was considered 
by the supporters of the new edition, to be the most 
competent man to engage in this work of any which 
they have to bring forward. But, unfortunately for 
their cause as well as for the declining reputation* of 
their champion, Emmons, either by design, studied 
ignorance, or mental infirmity of age, he has com- 
pletely missed his aim. His avowed object as set 
forth at the head of his Appendix, was to “ show the 
peculiar absurdity and fatal tendency of the modern 
scheme of Universal Salvation.” By the modern 
scheme he doubtless meant, that which was enter- 
tained by the bulk of Universalists at the present 
day. Now upon this, he has gone on and stated 
Mr. James Relly’s system, (which had already been 
more ably refuted by Dr. Edwards in the same book !) 
as being the modern scheme of Universalism ; a 
system which is not known to be embraced by one 
Universalist clergyman in New-England, and _ per- 
haps by not more than one out of a thousand among 
private professors. This system he endeavours to 
palm on the public as being the one which is gene- 
rally embraced at the present day. 

But this is not the only instance wherein he has 
misstated fact. He has even misrepresented Mr. 
Relly’s system. He states that Mr. Relly held, that 





* As an advocate for orthodoxy 
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all men enter heaven, at death, regardless of their 
characters in this world. This is totally incorrect. — 
Mr. R. held that those who die impenitent will be 
awfully miserable after death ; which is particularly 
asserted and explained in his “ Letters to a Chris- 
tian Society,” page 145, 146, 147, 150, thind vo- 
Mime of his works. 

Dr. Emmons advises people not to hear the Uni- 
versalists preach, or read their“‘writings; and from 
the above misstatements, we may conclude that he 
has faithfully practised his advice to others. But 
the astonishment is, that he should be pitched upon 
by his learned adinirers, to be the man to put down 
modern Universalism ! 

Are they, as well as Dr. Emmons’ readers in gen- 
eral, so little acquainted with the writings and sen- 
timents of Universalists as to receive these erroneous 
statements as correct? If they are, we can have but 
little hope of giving them better information; for 
the doctor has fixed the rivet, by advising them to 
confine their researches to his writings, and those on 
his side! If the doctor were sensible himself of the 
gross perversions and misrepresentations which he 
has published, we can readily account for his advis- 
ing his adherents not to hear the Universalists preach, 
or read their writings, for this would be the surest 
way to prevent detection. We can assure the doctor 
and his friends, however, that notwithstanding “ the 
peculiar absurdity” of the doctrine of universal sal- 
vation, its advocates have not been yet pressed to 
the necessity of using palpable slander and imisre- 
presentation to support it. 

The design of this brief notice, Mr. Editor, is 
simply to caution the public against being imposed 
upon by the slanderous publication above mentioned. 
As it is to be hoped there are yet many whose read- 
ing and inquiry cre not bounded by the writings of 
Dr. Emmons and his associates, this may possibiy 
fall into their hands and invite them into an exami- 
nation of the facts above stated. It is too late in the 
day for the doctor’s advice, though honest, perhaps, 
to be generally adhered to, and from the alarm which 
he and his friends manifest at the rapid spread of 
Universalism, as well as from the real fact that it is 
thus spreading, very clearly evinces that the time is 
not far distant when it will be wholly regarded as a 
lame prop to an expiring system. 

A Friexp ro Tretn. 
—=>-——— 

LETTER FROM A MUGGLETONIAN. 

The following is a letter from John Lowdon, a 
Muggletonian, to a Clergyman, with a view of pre- 
vailing on him to desist from his purpose of destroy- 
ing certain Muggletonian books, which it appears, 
had fallen into his hands as a part of a legacy aud 
which he had threatened to burn. As it is a curious 
production, and explains some of the views en‘er- 
tained by that singular sect, it may be amusing to 
some of our readers to insert it inthe Christian 
Inquirer. It is copied verbatim from the London 
Monthly Repository, for January 1824. 

Chris. Ing. 
Mr. Bristow, 
I have written this letterto you, in order, if it 
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be possible, to prevent your burning the books of my 
late father, written by the Prophets Reeve and Mug- 
gleton, which are as sacred altogether as the Old 
and New Testaments, and of a higher nature, they 
being no less than the third and last testament of 
the only God, which is Christ Jesus oar Lord ; and 
agreeing with and fully explaining the two first te 

taments, which are the law and the gospel, in every 
thing of concernmens to tie salvation of man. For, 
had you seen the whole of the writings of these two 
last witnesses, I am very sure that you could aot 
have found a place 1 all their books, but what ac- 
knowledges and justifies the Holy Scriptures to be 
the pure truth; and that they were written by the 
holy prophets and apostles of the only God, the Man 
Christ Jesus ; and thatthe holy prophets and apos- 
tles received their commission from God so to do, 
and were endowed with inspiration for that very 
purpose. But it is very clear to my understanding, 
that they were not to finish the mystery of God in 
their commissions. It will be well for them, there- 
fore, that were obedient to the holy prophets and 
apostles in their time, and to the worship set up by 
them ; for every one is to mind the worship of that 
testament he is under. According to the Epistle of 
St. John, there are three that bear record im heaven, 
the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghost, and 
these three are ove. And there are three that bear 
vecord on earth, the Water, the Blood and the Spi- 
rit, and these three agree inone. Now, there is a 
difference between three being one, and three agree- 
ing in one—the three in heaven being but one per- 
sonal God, though called three, in respect of the 
three commissions or records on earth. This one 
personal and majestical God, the Man Christ Jesus, 
did purpose in or from heaven the throne of his glo- 
ry, to bear witness to his three records oa earth. 
First before he had transmuted that glorious and 
spiritual body, which was from all eternity, from the 
soles of his divine feet to the crown of his divine 
head in the formof aman. He was pleased to bear 
witness to his first testament or record, under the 
title of, I am Jehovah, and this first testament in- 
forms us, that this personal God invested his first- 
commissioned prophet with powér as a God to di- 
vide the Red Sea by his word, and gave Aaron 
to be his mouth; which ought to be truly believed 
by every one that expects eternal life. I suppose, 
you will confess these were but men, though they 
stood in the place of God. This I call God’s first 
record on earth, which witnessed that there is one 
glorious God in heaven, who upheld the Israelites 
by his great power, and commanded them to wor- 
ship him only and no other God besides him, or dis- 
tinct from him. Now, this form of worship set up 
by Moses, stood till the coming of Christ Jesus our 
Lord. This glorious, spiritual and personal God, 
who gave Moses his commission, had power to de- 
scend personally from heaven, dissolve that spiritual 
body, form himself into a child of unspotted flesh, 
blood and bone, and thus became an absolute man 
like uuto usin all things, sinful reason or lying ima- 
gination only excepted, and the head of the second 
testament or record ; having first taken up into the 





glorious kingdom of the undefiled heavens above the 
stars, the persons of Moses and Elias, investing them 
with the power of being guardians of his person 
and rulers of his kingdom, till his return. Thus 
they sat in the throne of God, as God by his own 
appointment, till be, Christ Jesus, the only God, 
had passed through death by his infinite power, fo: 
the redemption of all men, who have true faith in 
this one personal God, and for eternal death to all 
who shall deny this god-man to be the only God. 
After his resurrection and ascension into heaven, 
himself being set down on the throne of glory, which 
he had before he created this world, in the order we 
now see it, gave his apostles their commission from 
heaven; for all true commissions must come from 
heaven. The commission of the apostles was the 
commission of the blood or second record on earth, 
and Gad witnessed to heaven, under the title of God 
the Son; yet, the same God that witnessed to the 
first recore, under the title, lam Jehovah, or the 
like. 

Now it may be clear to any man not stone blind, 
that the two testaments or records have been acted 
upon by men set apart for that very purpose, by the 
only wise God himself. But there must be also a 
third record to bear witness on earth, answerable 
to the third record in heaven, under the title of the 
Holy Spirit. There must be also men set apart for 
this great work, and receive their commission from 
heaven, asthe two first did theirs. And it is to be 
observed, that when God gives a new commission, 
the former are made void in respect to their author- 
ized forms of worship. But all men should pay 
obedience to that testament they are under, the wor- 
ship set up thereby, before in this letter. 

I do, therefore, truly believe, that the only wise 
God, the Man Christ Jesus, did in the year 1651, 
by a voice of words trom heaven, the throne of his 
glory, speak to his prophet John Reeve, distinct 
words to the hearing of the ear, and gave him a 
commission. At the same time also, he gave Lo- 
dowick Muggleton to be his mouth, and invested 
them with power to set life and death before men, 
as truly as ever Moses, Aaron and the apostles had 
received a commission. 

If, therefore, you cannot believe this last testa- 
ment, and obey the worship set up thereby, which 
is to worship one personal God in the spirit and 
truth, and not an outward visible form, as practised 
in your nest of superstition, 1 cannot help it. But, 
as I mentioned before, I would advise you not to 
burn the books; for I believe they cost you nothing : 
if they had, my opinion is, you would not be so rea- 
dy to destroy them. 

You told Mr. Box and his wife you would burn 
them before their door ; and you told me likewise, 
if I would not promise you that none in that county 
should have them, they should be destroyed. Nay, 
you said you would extirpate all the writings of 
Reeve and Muggleton out of the world if you could. 
I have, therefore, no great hopes that you will desist 
from doing what you have said. But, that you may 
be left without excuse, I have thought good to write 
you this letter. And I think, since you set so little 
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value on this third testament of the Man Christ 
Jesus, the only God, you may as well give it to Mr. 
Box, or send it me to Londun by your carrier, and 
I will freely pay the carriage, and give you some sa- 
tisfaction besides, rather than the books should be 
burned. 

I believe you may have been somewhat instructed 
by Mr. Brown, your master, for I have been inform- 
ed that he is no friend to the doctrines of Reeve and 
Muggleton: I suppose the reason may be, because 
they so clearly discovered the universal cheat of the 
national priests, and every branch of their priestcraft. 

After the perusal of this letter, I think you had 
better give the books to Mr. Box ; he is a very civil 
man, and I am confident wiil never trouble Mr. 
Brown or you either about religion, if you do not 
give him some particular occasion so to do. 

So to conclude this letter, if you, or Mr. Jordan, 
or Mr. Brown, your minister, shall burn the books, 
or cause them to be burned, then by virtue of that 
power I have received from the Prophet Muggleton, 
wo stood in the place of God in his time, I pro- 
nounce you, that have a hand therein, cursed and 
damned in soul and body, from the presence of 
God, elect men and angels, to all eternity. Writ- 
ten by Jonn Lowpen, London. 

Thursday, Mugust the 5th, 1773. 

P. S. If you choose to send an answer or the 
books, direct to John Lowden, at Mr. Burtord’s, 
Great St. Andrews-street, Seven Dials, London. 

—>— 
THOUGHTS FOR A NEW YEAR. 

The wise often feel themselves called on, and the 
most unthinking are sometimes compelled, by vari- 
ous occasions and events, to reflect with seriousness 
on the great objects and duties of life. Some are 
easily excited, while others are hardly to be roused ; 
but there are few, or none, who have not their sober, 
orit may be sad moments, in which they are brought 
to acknowledge that life is a trust, and to resolve 
that it shall be improved, or weep that it has been 
abused. 

The circumstances are not to be numbered, which 
in this changing world, are the causes of serious 
thought to thinking men. A withered leaf, or a 
faded flower, the waning moon, or the setting sun, a 
public calamity or a private sorrow, the careless 
gayety of childhood, and the faltering step of age, 
magnificence and misery, a splendid pageant, a soli- 
tary tear, a baptism, a funeral, accident, sickness 
and death, have all-a voice, a moral, and a warning. 

The seasons of the year, too, speak in almost hu- 
man language; and men have been fond of tracing, 
in their various phenomena, resemblances to their 
own existence, feelings, and pursuits. Youth and 
spring have been joined together with bands of flow- 
ers; the fruits of summer have imaged our maturi- 
ty; our decline is foretold by the brown hues of 
autumn; and winter has lent to age its hoar-frost 
and its snows. : 

The notice so generally taken of the day which 
has been fixed upon to commence our years, is 
proof that it is connected with many human sym- 
pathies. How, indeed, can we help being affected 


by the silent marks which measure out our lives, 
aad serve as stated boundaries to the mysterious pio- 
gression of time ? 

Religion gives a deep interest to notices like 
these, and leads us to value and improve them, and 
raises our thoughts from the divisions and events of 
time, to Him who is without beginning, and without 
end. 

If we feel in a proper manner our dependence on 
God, and the responsibility of our actions, we shali 
often look back on the experiences of the past, and 
forward to the promises and requisitions of the future. 
At the commencement of a new year, especially, 
we shall be disposed to think on what the last has 
received and returned, and on what the coming ove 
should accomplish. 

In the year which has gone by, we have been sup- 
ported, aswe have always been, by an arm which 
never tires,and supplied from a bounty which can 
never be exhausted. We have tasted of joys 
ull we have expected them as our right, and com- 
forts have been so liberally imparted to us, that we 
have ceased to remark them. We can recal many 
instances in which we have been rescued from sud- 
den pain anddeath. Troubles have been averted, 
griefs have been alleviated, losses have been repair- 
ed. We have been saved when we had despaired of 
help, and snatched from the waters, when they had 
well nigh gone over us. Even the trials and afflic- 
tions which we have met with have resulted in our 
benefit. They have softened our tempers, or hum- 
bled our pride, checked us in an evil course, or fixed 
us in a good one, and thus have assumed at last the 
aspect, the offices, and the character of blessings. 

How have we shown our sense of these favours ? 
What has been our gratitude, and what service have 
we rendered? If we answer truly, we shall have 
little reason to be satisfied with our review. Our 
consciences will repeat along and fearful account 
of opportunities neglected, talents unimproved, 
powers perverted, time mispent, warnings unheed- 
ed, and promises unperformed. Many an evil con- 
sequence rises up to point at our misdeeds, and our 
bosoms will acknowledge their unthankfulness. 
We shall be obliged to confess, that selfishness has 
often silenced the voice ofour betier feelings, that 
interest has prevailed over duty, fashion over pro- 
priety, and habit over conviction. We shall re- 
member (and we ought to remeimber,) with shame 
and contrition, that we have suffered ourselves to 
listen, again and again, to the suggestions of passion 
and temptation—to listen and to yield--though expe- 
rience admonished, and instruction forbade, and 


principle resisted, and wisdom cried aloud. 

We cannot, in our defence, plead ignorance, nor 
want of means. We cannot deny that we have had 
ample assistance, motive, and encouragement, 
from early education, from books, counsel, religion, 
Christian society, and Christian example. 

But we trust that we have effected some good.— 
We trust, that amid all our follies and sins, we have 
performed some actions which have proceeded froim 
virtuous intentions, and terminated in beneficial re- 








sults. Notwithstanding our weakness and rashness. 
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we have sometimes resisted with success, and fled 
when flight was victory. Letus thank God for 
that; not however in the spirit of the Pharisee’s 
thanksgiving ; not to indulge a spiritual vain glory, 
nor to flatter a false security ; but with a feeling of 
humble gratitude, and that our souls may perceive 
the value, and the beauty of holiness. While we 
lament that we have done so little good, let us be 
truly grateful for the little which we have done ; for 
if there is any thing to thank God for, it is that we 
have been able, in any degree, to imitate and obey 
bim. 

From this train of meditations on the past, our 
thoughts on the future will naturally follow. We 
cannot believe that God will cease to be merciful to 
us, that he will withdraw his support, or shorten his 
hand. Let us endeavor to evince our gratitude for 
his unmerited goodness, by complying henceforth 
more carefully with his injunctions. If he is our 
Father, let us do him better honour, and if he is our 
Master, let us serve him with a more constant fear. 
Our sorrow for our transgressions, if it is of any 
value, will stimulate our efforts to amend our lives; 
and the conviction of past inactivity and unprofita- 
bleness, if it is deep and strong, will give form and 
energy to our consequent resolutions. 

[ Unit. Miscel. 
i 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
LIBERALITY. 

On Tuesday, Nov. 2d, the Vermont Legislature 
went into joint committee, to choose three Direc- 
tors of the Vermont State Bank, a Surveyor Gene- 
ral, and a person to preach the next election ser- 
mon; on the last point their Catholicism was so 
uncommon, that it deserves to be recorded to their 
honor. The time was in Massachusetts, when a 
Universalist minister was denied his salary, in a 
court of justice, because Judge Parsons affirmed 
that he was not a Protestant, in consequence of his 
disbelieving the eternity of hell torments. But as 
light advances, liberality of feeling and indepen- 
dency of thought increase. We rejoice to believe 
the heavens are brightening with a better day, and 
its lumination and warmth are already perceptible 
among the cold and darkening fogs of earth. 

EXTRACT. 

“The committee was then called upon to give 
their ballots for such person as they would elect to 
preach the election sermon, when 

Mr. Loveland of Reading, nominating Robert 
Bartlett, of Hartland, who, he said, was of the Uni- 
versalist connexion. Mr. L. proceeded to support 
the right, which he contended that denomination 
had to this appointment, in lengthy remarks, in 
which he alluded to the honorable stations which 
were filled by gentlemen of the Baptist order, though 
they had formerly been despised, §c. 

Mr. Mattocks then nominated Wilbour Fisk, of 
the Methodist connexion, and briefly stated that he 
believed it a right to which that order, or the Epis- 
copalians, were entitled this year, according to the 
custom which the house had adopted. He stated 
Atrat Mr. Fisk was a gentleman of fine talents—had 
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received a public education at one of our colleges, 
and.was a presiding elder. 

Mr. Haight then stated that he believed the ap- 
pointment belonged to the other side of the moun- 
tain, and therefore nominated Buel Goodsell, who 
he said was also a presiding elder of the Methodist 
connexion, and aman of good talents. 

Mr. Adams, of Burlington, said there were very 
few Universalists in this part of the state; and it 
was his opinion that there were in that vicinity, nine 
hundred and ninety-nine Methodists to one Univer- 
salist. 

Mr. Smith, of Barre, said he would inquire what 
the number of the Universalists was, and if the num- 
ber was such as to entitle them to this priviledge, 
(if they esteemed it such) he hoped the house would 
appoint the gentleman who had been nominated by 
the member from Reading. He said there were a 
large number of Unnversalists in this vicinity. Ip 
his town, he said, there were three societies, and he 
believed the Univetsalists were the must numerous. 

The house then proceeded to ballot, when R, 
Barlett, was declared elected. 

His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, then nomi- 
nated Samuel C. Loveland, of the Universalist con- 
uexion, for substitute, in case of Mr. Barlett’s failure, 
who was appointed accordingly.” 

—>—- 
SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 

A number of liberal christians residing in New- 
ark, N. J. have been in the habit of using the Court 
House in that town, occasionally, as a place of wor- 
ship. Recently, however, through the bigotry of 
the sheriff, they were denied this privilege, and 
were obliged to resort to another place procured for 
the purpose. Having engaged a gentleman to 
preach for them, application was made to the Editor 
of ihe Centinel of Freedom to publish a notice of 
the meeting, but he utterly refused, alleging as a 
reason that he was an officer in the Presbyterian 
chuich, and there being a revival of religion in the 
town, he thought it would be injurious to give publi- 
city to such a meeting. He was then requested to 
insert it as an advertisement, and receive the usual 
price for it, but he still persisted in his determina- 
tion. What renders the conduct of this Editor the 
more inconsistent is, that it ts the motto of his paper, 
that “ Error of opinion may be tolerated when rea- 
son is left free to combat it!” 

Notice, however, was given of the meeting in the 
best manner the time afforded, and worship was at- 
tended on Saturday evening, and the Lord’s day 
following, when a respectable number of the inha- 
bitants attended. It was computed that above five 
hundred persons attended the services of the Lord’s 
day evening. [ Chris. Inq. 

—~— 
PROGRESS OF LIBERAL PRINCIPLES. 

We understand that the Dutch Reformed Churcit 
in this city have passéd a resolution, that hereafter 
persons wishing to leave them and join the Univer- 
salist church, shall be dismissed and recommended 
to it in the same manner as to any other christian 
church. 
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Froin the Religious Inquirer. 
CLERICAL ARTIFICE. 

The people of these United Stotes are favoured 
with information and liberality in a higher degree 
than any other nation on earth, and they possess the 
means of increasing their freedom, intelligence and 
happiness to an indefinite extent; but should they 
become careless, in the midst of their prosperity they 
may be descending to the ignorance, superstition 
aud misery of degraded Ireland, by the operation of 
clerical stratagem. It is therefore necessary to warn 
them of every scheme designed to gull them of their 
rights, their property or their senses, that they may 
guard against danger in every form, proceed in their 
march of intellectual and moral improvement, and 
hold up an example, which shall be the wonder 
and admiration of the world. But if these S.ates 
must become the dupes of clerical chicanery, the 
slaves of religious task-masters, we desire so to 
have conducted, that we can lay our hands on our 
hearts, and appeal to God that we have discharged 
our duty. 

Fiom the American Eagle. 

It seems the Presbyterian clergy and Tract So- 
ciety inthe State of New-York, have succeeded in 
making TRACTS A COMMON SCHOOL BOOK, Ora 
book for common schools, in that State—if not by 
a statute law of the State, by a mode that has all the 
effect of a law of the State. 

The law in that State makes the Secretary of State, 
for the time being, a superintendent of common 
schools. And the clergy prevailed on that superin- 
tendent, John V.N. Yates, Esq. to issue his cirenlar to 
the commissioners and inspectors of common schools 


in that State, recommending them to make use of 


their tracts in said schools—and he has so issued 
his circular accordingly. He closes it by directing 
that a copy of it shall be sent with the laws to each 
county clerk, and by them tothe town clerks, and 
by them to the commissioners and trustees of com- 
mon schools throughout the State.* 





* We have received a tract, published by the New-York 
State Tract Society, asa specimen of the tracts to be issued 
for supplying the common schools throughout the State. 
This tract is entitied “ The Pensioner, and his Daughter 
It has before made its appearance in the Boston 
Keeorder, and several other missionary prints; and_ is un- 
doubtedly as complete a romance as the famous tract pub- 
lished some years since by the Tract Society in this city, 
entitled “ Another Voice from the Grave,” and which was 
copied with unbounded applause into most of our missiona- 
ry prints. It was, however, afterwards ascertained that this 
wonderful Tract, which had been dealt out so liberally to 
the people, both from the pulpit and the press, contained 
only a tissue of lies and falsehoods from beginning to end ; 
and its defenders, after a good deal of art and chicanery to 
keep up its credit, were at length reluctantly compelled to 
acknowledge that such was the fact. The original inventor 
of the story fled from the city to escape the indignation of the 
eitizens—and the clergyman who compiled it, or sanctioned 
it with his name, suffered for a time the dishonour attached 
toa too casy credulity, to impute to him no other crime. 

We venture to predict, that no individual will ever come 
forward and assert before the public in his own name, that 
the facts stated in the “‘ Pensioner,” are founded in truth, or 
on actual events. A missionary, in the tract, is represented 
a2 the principai dispenser of good, as if to introduce a be- 


Jane.” 





This recommendation will be seen at once to have 
all the effect of lave, that they shall be used in that 
State as a common school book; and it will also be 
seen that the clergy and tract society of that State, 
so consider it, for they have, as it now appears by 
the last Boston Recorder, the organ of the Educa- 
tion Society, “ sent the documents exhibiting their 
success, to 17 different Tract Societies in the Union 
—to England, and to°31 Tract Societies on the 
continent of Europe.” These are the words used. 

Did the Jesuits ever exult more in any triumph 
they had gained? Did they ever gain a triumph 
more adroitly ?—Their success in thus insinuating 
their tracts inte common schools under colour of 
law and authority, was perhaps known in Europe, 
and to the heads of the most distant of their socie- 
ties in the United States, before it was known even 
to the common people of the State of New-York 
that they had any such intention. 

The introduction of their charity or missionary 
boxes in these common schools follows almost of 
course. The tracts introduced teach these children 
to give, and those tracts come to them under the 
authority of the State. And so a machinery to 
collect money and make ministers by law and the 
civil authority, has already gone into operation in a 
neighbouring State! Look out, yeomanry of other 
States, that a Tract-trap, or some other trap is 
not sprung upon you also, and the “ success” of it 
sent to Europe, and all the sooieties in the Union, 
before you know it. 

How soon those Tracts now thus introduced by 
authority into their common schools, will go fully 
into the system of denouncing as heretics and in- 
fidels some of the members of the general govern- 
ment, and other individuals not in their views, (as 
one of their evangelical Tracts in that State not 
long sinee did,) or to denouncing all that yield not 
obedience and allegiance to them, may be seen 
hereafter. 

—<j>-— 
“ Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be 
wise in his own conceit.”—Prov. xi. 5. 

If a person assume false principles, and proceed 
on them to draw conclusions to oppose piety and 
morality, what can be better calculated to care him 
of his folly and allay his vanity, than to turn them 





lief that our modern missionaries are a most necessary or- 
der of beings for accomplishing the salvation of men, and 
consequently, tgat to contribute to their support is a duty 
from which none can be exempt. The priesthood in New- 
York may indeed congratulate themselves on the success 
which they have obtained, while those acquainted with his- 
tory, and who have seen the gradual but sure advancement 
of the clergy to power and ascendancy in other countries, 
can plainly perceive the fate which awaits us, unless the 
people of this country are awakened in time to a sense of 
the dangers which are gathering and thickening around. 
How the cause of christianity can be promoted by such fa- 
bulous tales, we have yet to learn: but it is easy to see, that 
their introduction into common schools will prepare the way 
for missionary and other charity boxes, to collect cents and 
shillings from the scholars; and thus the devotion and con- 
tributions of the rising generation will be secured in behali 
of the priesthood and their ambitious schemes. 
Nove from Ed. Phil. Reformes 
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against himself, and show them to be destructive to 
his own reasonings. What can mortify him more ? 
The following oriental anecdote will illustrate this :— 

A certain man went to a Dervise, and proposed 
three questions ; Ist—* Why do they say God is 
omnipresent? I do not see him in any place, show 
me where he is? 2d—* Why is a man punished 
for his crimes, since whatever he does proceeds from 
God? man has no free will, for he cannot do any 
thing contrary to the will of God? and if he had 
power he would do every thing for his own good.” 
S$d—* How can God punish Satan in hell fire, since 
he is formed of that element ; and what impression 
can fire make on itself?” The Dervise took up a 
large clod of earth and struck him on the head with 
it. The man went to the Cady, and said, “ I propos- 
ed three questions to a certain Dervise, who threw a 
clod of earth at my head and made my head ache.” 
The Cady having sent for the Dervise, asked, 
“ Why did you throw a clod of earth at his head, 
instead of answering his questions?” The Dervise 
replied, “ The clod of earth was an answer to his 
speech. ile says he has a pain in his head, let him 
show me the pain, and I will make God visible to 
hin. And why does he make a complaint against 
me? Whatever I did was the act of God; I did 
not suike him without the will of God. What pow- 
er do I possess? And as he is compounded of earth, 
how can he suffer pain from that element ?” 

The man was confounded, and the Cady highly 
pleased with the Dervise’s answer. He answered 
the fool according to his folly.—Zion’s Herald. 

—>—- 
ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 

The right that God hath in his creatures is found- 
ed in the benefits he hath conferred on them, and 
the obligation they have to him on that account. 
Now there’s none, who, because he has done a be- 
nefit, can have by virtue of that, a right to a greater 
evil than the good he has done amounts to; and I 
think it next to madness to doubt whether extreme 
i and eternal misery be not a greater evil than simple 
é being is a good.—.4rchbishop Tiltotson’s Sermon. 
Bh. cnn 
FT A SUDDEN RECOLLECTION. 
rt An Indian of the Abipones (an equestrian peo- 
: ple of South America) was about to be baptized. 
“You will certainly go to Heaven after this ceve- 
mony, when you die,” said the Jesuit who was to 
christen him; the Indian was content. Just as the 
water was on the point of being thro#n, however, a 

;' doubt arose in the mind of the savage. “ By this 
i. water I shall go to Heaven?” said he. “As sure 
, as there are Mosquetoes in America,” answered the 
7 father. “ But my friends, who will not be baptized— 
niust they go to hell? “ Assuredly they shall not 
é miss, a man of them.” “Then excuse me; I am 

sorry to have given you this trouble; but I shall 

\ choose to go too.” [ Gos. Adv. 





r _—<f>— - 

Slavery abolished in Merico.—* It is decreed that 
aE the traffic of slaves, under whatever flag or nation, 
ni is fur ever prohibited in the territories of the Mexi- 
ee can United States,” 


[ Chris. Ing. 





A THOUGHT ON DEATH. 
When life, as opening buds, is sweet, 
And golden hopes the spirit greet, 
And youth prepares his joys to meet, 
Alas! how hard it is to die ! 


When searce is seiz'd some valu'd prize, 
And duties press, and tender ties 
Forbid the soul from earth to rise, 

How awful then it is to die! 


When, one by one, those ties are torn, 
And friend from friend is snatched forlorn, 
And man is left alone to mourn, 

Ali! then how easy 'tis to die! 


When faith is strong, and conscience clear, 
And words of peace the spirit cheer, 
And vision'd glories half appear, 

‘Tis joy, ‘tis triumph, then to die. 


When trembling limbs refuse their weight, 
And films, slow gathering, dim the sight, 
And clouds obscure the mental light, 
"Tis nature's precious boon to dic | 
Mrs. Barbauld. 
—@j-— 
SELECTED. 

TO A CHRISTIAN FRIEND IN THE COUNTRY 
When winter mounts his gusty car and hies, 
Hurling deep snows through the cloud-thieken’d skics, 
Or stooping, locks in icy chains the floods, 

And clothes in glitt'ring robes the naked woods, 
When all the storms that crown his yearly birth 
Conspire to terrify the son's of earth, 

The Christian sees his God in ev'ry storm, 

In wind, or hail, in one and ev'ry form. 


When Spring unveils the streamlets to your view. 
And bids the sombre forests bloom anew , 

When with rich green she velvets o'er the plain, 
And budding flow’rets deck her various train ; 
When the glad groves with vocal praise resound; 
When all the charms that mark her annual round, 
Unite to please the mere beholder’s sense, 

The Christian sees in each, Omnipotence. 


When Summer o'er the fields advancing gay, 
Sports in the golden grain and new-mown hay ; 
When the green foliage of th’ inviting bowers 
Affords a cool retreat mid beauteous flowers ; 
When ripen'd fruits adorn her prosperous way, 
When all her stores are open’d to the day, 

The humble Christian casts his eye abroad, 
And ev'ry blessing pointshim to his God. 


When Autumn's riches in profusion lie 
O'er the wide sweep encircled by the sky: 
When ev'ry orehard rich abundance yields, 
And clustering grapes hang pendent o'er the fields , 
When all the blessings that the eye can sean, 
Grow in their seasons for the good of man, 
The Christian's songs to Heaven's high portals raise, 
And ev'ry grateful heart o’erflows with praise. 
—<—<— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment ot 
Gospel Truth,” will meet, for Discussion, on THURSDAY 
evenings, at half-past six o'clock, at Tolerton’s Acad 
emy, 63 Chirystie-street. 

{Cy All Denominations are invited to attend. 

CSE 
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